
Why the Community Relies 
on Northern Safety Day
Join more than 400 wastewater and water professionals for a full day 
focused on building safer, healthier workplaces across Northern California’s 
water sector. 

This year’s program will address critical workplace safety topics and 
everyday challenges, including: 

•	 Cal/OSHA’s top safety violations
•	 Why experienced workers get hurt on the job
•	 Personal protective equipment (PPE)
•	 Confined spaces and gas monitor use
•	 Utility locating
•	 Workplace accidents
•	 Hazard communications
•	 Managing conflict in the workplace 

Register Online: events.cwea.org

Earn up to 6 contact 
hours approved for all 
CWEA certifications.

LOCATION 

Yolo County Fairgrounds

1250 E. Gum Ave., Woodland, CA

Weather in Woodland can be 
unpredictable. Please dress in layers 
in case of warm, cold, or inclement 
weather. Lunch will be served outside.

SCHEDULE AT-A-GLANCE

6:30 a.m. Registration and 
continental breakfast

7:30 a.m. Welcome announcements

7:45 a.m. Education sessions

9:35 a.m. Break and EXPO

10:45 a.m. Education sessions

11:45 a.m. Lunch and EXPO

1:00 p.m. Education sessions

2:50 p.m. Door prize drawings

OCTOBER14

NORTHERN  
SAFETY 
DAY 2026
Building a Safer, Stronger 
Wastewater Workforce

Connect with peers, learn from experienced safety professionals, and 
network with exhibitors showcasing equipment and resources designed 
to protect workers in the field. You’ll leave with greater awareness and 
strategies to help strengthen your agency’s safety culture.



Who Will  
Be There? 
Collection System Crews 

Wastewater Operators 

Safety Officers 

Mechanics 

Electricians 

Instrumentation 
Technicians 

Maintenance Schedulers 

O&M Leaders

REGISTRATION INFORMATION
REGISTRATION RATES

Regular By Oct. 6 Final Oct. 7-14

Member Rate $250 $320

Nonmember Rate $310 $380

GROUP REGISTRATION

Contact Member Services at memberservices@cwea.org for assistance.

SPECIAL SERVICES

If you need special services or have dietary restrictions, please indicate 
those within the CWEA registration system.

Refund Policy: Full payment or purchase order is required to process registrations. If you have to cancel, written 
cancellation notice is required and must be received at least 15 days prior to the workshop date. A 25% service fee shall be 
retained on all cancellations. No refunds shall be given for cancellations made less than 15 days prior to the event. A written 
special service request is required 30 days in advance.

Disclaimer: CWEA and our Board members and volunteers are not responsible for the actions of speakers or the content 
of their sessions. No endorsement is implied or given of any persons or their philosophies, ideas, or statements; nor of 
any products or processes; nor of any organizations or companies that volunteer to serve as speakers at the workshop or 
exhibitors who purchase an exhibit booth. 

© 2026 CWEA. Images used with permission and protected by the photographer’s copyright. Attendees give permission 
for their image to be captured via photography and videography, to be used for the purposes of CWEA publications, 
promotional materials, training, or otherwise at CWEA’s discretion, and waive any rights of compensation or ownership 
thereto. For any CWEA photo posted that features you, you can request CWEA take it down by emailing us at ebulletin@
cwea.org.

Photos by Audrey McCann, CWEA

Register Online: events.cwea.org



LECTURES & WORKSHOPS

CAL/OSHA: TOP SAFETY VIOLATIONS  
GARY MCIVER, CAL/OSHA 

THE ILLUSION OF CONTROL – WHY EXPERIENCED WORKERS GET 
HURT ON THE JOB!  
PAUL ANDERSEN, OSHA COMPLIANCE SERVICES

ROTATIONAL PROTECTION IN HARD HATS | GREGORY KHAIR, 
WEST COAST SUPPLY

CONFINED SPACES AND GAS MONITOR USAGE  
MARK PADUVERIS, U-ROCK UTILITY EQUIPMENT

UTILITY LOCATING 
MIKE GARCIA, INSTRUMENT TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION

WORKPLACE ACCIDENTS | JASON KANAWYER, GOBLE SAMPSON

HAZARDS COMMUNICATIONS  
SARAH BOGNER, CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT

DE-ESCALATION-THE ART OF MANAGING CONFLICT | GREG FORD 
& DETECTIVE SMITH , CITY OF WOODLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT

UNDERSTANDING OF CHEM FEED PUMPS | BRAD 
VANDERMEER, MISCO

What’s 
different 
this year? 
This year, attendees will 
be divided into groups 
to make it easier to 
move between sessions. 
When you pick up your 
registration materials, 
you’ll receive your 
group assignment and 
schedule.
Simply follow your 
group throughout 
the day—you’ll rotate 
through each lecture and 
workshop so you don’t 
miss a session.

Register Online: events.cwea.org



LECTURE 1 - WAITE HALL	  
CAL/OSHA: TOP SAFETY VIOLATIONS  
GARY MCIVER, CAL/OSHA 
Review how to identify the regulations that apply to your workplace, including key requirements of the Injury 
and Illness Prevention Program (IIPP). Attendees will learn about the top citations for wastewater employers, 
common “low-hanging fruit” that can be addressed, and practical ways to strengthen their IIPP. The session will 
also provide an overview of Cal/OSHA Consultation Services.

About the speaker:
Gary has 30+ years in Health and Safety: 8 years in private industry (manufacturing), 15 year in Cal- OSHA 
Enforcement. His experience covers over 1100 Cal/OSHA inspections, 300 serious accidents and over 100 
fatalities. Gary has been a Cal/OSHA Internal Trainer for more than 11 years as a Senior Safety Engineer 
Cal/OSHA Consultation, including Public Outreach, VPPC Projects, and Technical Resource (Construction, 
Agriculture and General Industry).
 
LECTURE 2 - JOHN ROGERS HALL	  
THE ILLUSION OF CONTROL – WHY EXPERIENCED WORKERS GET HURT ON THE JOB!  
PAUL ANDERSEN AND MARY OMLER, OSHA COMPLIANCE SERVICES  
Experienced workers can become less aware of risks as routine, familiarity, and confidence create a false 
sense of control. This session explores the cognitive biases and habits that can lead seasoned workers to 
underestimate hazards. Through real-world incidents and practical strategies, attendees will learn how to 
recognize complacency, strengthen risk awareness, and reinforce safe behaviors among experienced teams.

About the speakers: 
Paul A. Andersen REA, CSHO, MSD, is a Senior Safety Advisor at OSHA Compliance Services, LLC., will 
share his experience and knowledge gained while working as an Associate Safety Engineer for Cal/OSHA 
Enforcement Division, High Hazard Unit.

Mary Omler, REA, CSM, is a Senior Safety Advisor at OSHA Compliance Services, LLC., will share her experience 
and knowledge gained while working as a General Manager and Project Safety Engineer for 30 years.

LECTURE 3 - WAITE HALL	
HAZARDS COMMUNICATIONS 
SARAH BOGNER, MAINTENANCE MANAGER, CONTRA COSTA WATER DISTRICT	
This session provides practical guidance for recognizing and preventing chemical exposures in the workplace. 
Attendees will learn how to identify chemical hazards, use appropriate protective measures, and follow safe 
work practices. The session will also cover initial assessment and response actions to help employees respond 
safely and effectively during chemical emergencies.

About the speaker:
Sarah Bogner is the Maintenance Manager at Contra Costa Water District, and has over 20 years of 
occupational safety experience. Sarah is a Certified Safety Professional and holds a Master of Science in 
Environmental Management from the University of San Francisco.

Learn about each session. 
You’ll rotate through each lecture and workshop so you don’t miss a session.

Register Online: events.cwea.org



Register Online: events.cwea.org

Learn about each session. 
You’ll rotate through each lecture and workshop so you don’t miss a session.

LECTURE 4 - JOHN ROGERS HALL	
DE-ESCALATION-THE ART OF MANAGING CONFLICT
GREG FORD, CITY OF WOODLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT	
Conflict is inevitable. Escalation is not. De-Escalation is the ability to recognize tension, control emotions, 
communicate with purpose, and influence outcomes before conflict becomes crisis. These powerful skills 
apply far beyond law enforcement—they matter at work, at home, and in everyday life. Learn how your words, 
presence, and decisions can change the outcome.

About the speaker:
Greg Ford is 23-year sworn Woodland Police Officer and accomplished Detective, Crisis Negotiations Team 
Leader, and Department Expert in De-Escalation and Use of Force. A Fresno State graduate with a Bachelor’s 
in Criminology, Greg coached baseball and football for 15 years. Married 20 years, he proudly raises two sons.	

HANDS-ON SKILLS WORSHOPS - AG Pavilion

ROTATIONAL PROTECTION IN HARD HATS | GREGORY KHAIR, WEST COAST SUPPLY
Mips technology is incorporated into many manufacturers’ helmets, so the session will be safety-focused 
and educational rather than centered on one particular hardhat brand. Greg will discuss evolving industry 
requirements, current head-protection concerns, and how newer technology can help reduce the rotational 
motion transferred to the head during certain impacts.

CONFINED SPACES AND GAS MONITOR USAGE | MARK PADUVERIS U-ROCK UTILITY EQUIPMENT
DESCRIPTION TO COME

UTILITY LOCATING 
MIKE GARCIA, INSTRUMENT TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION AND MUKUL PALIWAL, CSDS
DESCRIPTION TO COME

WORKPLACE ACCIDENTS | JASON KANAWYER, GOBLE SAMPSON
DESCRIPTION TO COME

UNDERSTANDING OF CHEM FEED PUMPS | BRAD VANDERMEER, MISCO 
Basic functions, pumphead exchange, basic programing, understanding interactions with SCADA.



GROUP ROTATION INSTRUCTIONS

Please follow your assigned Group A, B, or C schedule throughout the day. 
Groups will rotate through all lectures and workshops.

6:30 a.m.
REGISTRATION, COFFEE & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST WITH EXHIBITORS

 Waite Hall

7:30 a.m.
WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS

AG Pavilion

GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C

7:45 a.m.

Lecture 1:
Cal/OSHA:  
Top Safety  
Violations

Waite Hall

Lecture 2:
The Illusion of Control 

– Why experienced 
workers get hurt on 

the Job!
John Rogers Hall

Hands-on 
Skills Workshops 

AG Pavilion

8:45 a.m.

Lecture 2:
The Illusion of Control 

– Why experienced 
workers get hurt on 

the Job!
John Rogers Hall

Hands-on 
Skills Workshops 

AG Pavilion

Lecture 1:
Cal/OSHA:  
Top Safety  
Violations

Waite Hall

9:35 a.m. EXPO & NETWORKING 
AG Pavilion

GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C

10:45 a.m.
Hands-on 

Skills Workshops 
AG Pavilion

Lecture 1:
Cal/OSHA:  
Top Safety  
Violations

Waite Hall

Lecture 2:
The Illusion of Control 

– Why experienced 
workers get hurt on 

the Job!
John Rogers Hall

11:35 a.m. LUNCH WITH EXHIBITORS
AG Pavilion

GROUP 1 GROUP 2

1:00 p.m.

Lecture 3:
Hazards  

Communications
Waite Hall

Lecture 4:
De-escalation - The 

Art of Managing 
Conflict

John Rogers Hall

2:00 p.m.

Lecture 4:
De-escalation - The 

Art of Managing 
Conflict
Waite Hall

Lecture 3:
Hazards  

Communications
John Rogers Hall

2:50 p.m. DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS / END OF DAY


